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Mayor of New York had offered the position of Police Com-
missioner to Eoosevelt and the latter had declared his pur-
pose to accept it, the Washington correspondent of the New
York Sun, a newspaper often conspicuously unfriendly to
Eoosevelt, wrote, under date of April 23: "What will be-
come of the Civil Service Commission when Mr. Eoosevelt
leaves it can only be conjectured. He has been the only
vital force in the Commission since it came into existence,
and any man who shall take the place after him must show
extraordinary enthusiasm, ability, and moral principle, or
suffer in comparison."

Eoosevelt Js correspondence during the six years that he
was Civil Service Commissioner, like that of all other pe-
riods of Ms career, reveals him as the eager and indefati-
gable reader of bgoks and the interested companion of
writers of them. An essayist, critic and author in whose
work he took keen interest was Brander Matthews, and
from a large number of letters, many of them in his own
hand, that Eoosevelt wrote to him at this time, I am cour-
teously permitted by Mr. Matthews to make a few citations
which I have chosen as showing both the wide range of his
reading and the irrepressible play of his hunior.

Ms interest in Eevolutionary War history was disclosed
in many letters, notaMy so in some that he wrote while he
was President to Sir George Otto Trevelyan, author of
'The American Eevolution,' from which I shall quote in
later chapters of this narrative. Writing to Mr. Matthews,
on May 7,1893, in reference to a work on the Eevolutionary
period that had appeared recently, he said:

"There is a wealth of picturesque incident which has
never been utilized in the fighting between Tarleton's red
dragoons, Ferguson's riflemen, Cornwallis's admirable
grenadiers of the line, and the stolid, well drilled, valiant
Hessian infantry on the one side, and on the other the
continental line troops of Greene and Wayne, the light
horse of Harry Lee, the homespun militia-men, and the wild
riflemen of the backwoods, with their wolfskin caps, and